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	Legislation and what to expect




Friendly Societies Act 1974
Though we can no longer register any kind of society under the Friendly Societies Act 1974, branches still can be registered under Section 12 of this Act. 

What to expect
We will send you a formal acknowledgement after registration. 
	
	Details of registration
This section will help you to complete the form.


Full proposed name of branch (front page)
You must give the full proposed name of the branch, please do not use abbreviations.


1
Branch and order details
Name of order

This should be completed with the name of the 'order' (society) of which the branch intends to become a registered branch. 
Register number of order
The register number is the number the order was given when it was registered. If you are not sure what this is please search on the Mutuals Register at http://mutuals.fsa.gov.uk using the name of the order.

Address of new branch
No extra guidance.

2
You must attach two printed copies of the branch's rules, both signed at the end by three members of the branch, the Secretary of the branch and the Secretary of the order.
The responsibility lies with each branch to ensure that its own rules cover all that is required by law for the activities it proposes to carry on and you should seek legal advice if necessary. 

It is also the responsibility of each branch to ensure its rules are prudent, fair, clear and well drafted. By this we mean that the rules and sub-sections are suitably and sequentially numbered and that any internal cross referencing to other rules or sub-sections is correct. The language used should be modern, clear, and capable of being understood by all members. 

The same people must sign both the rulebooks and the application form, and the signatures must be originals – not photocopies.  
We would prefer the rule books to be bound and preferably to be A4 size, with a margin on each page at least two centimetres wide so that we can file the rules on the public record file.


3
Details of the Secretary of the branch
You must give the full name; please do not use abbreviations.


4
Details of Trustees of the branch
Please give full names, do not use abbreviations.

We require all signatures on the form to be original signatures.


5
You must complete the table indicating the rule number in the column provided
You must complete the table in the form indicating the rule number(s) in the new rules that provide(s) for each of the matters set out on the table in the form. Enter the rule number(s) in the appropriate column.

Signatures

6
Three members of the branch must sign below
We require all signatures on the form to be original signatures.


7
The Secretary of the branch must sign and date below
We require all signatures on the form to be original signatures.


8
The Secretary of the order must sign and date below
We require all signatures on the form to be original signatures.
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Please take time to read these notes carefully.  They will help you to fill in the form correctly.


These notes are for information only.  They are not a full statement of legal obligations under the relevant legislation. The branch or order may wish to seek legal advice on how to comply with the legislation.


If after reading these notes you need more help, please:


check our website for more information on Mutual Societies: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fca.org.uk" �www.fca.org.uk�;


email � HYPERLINK "mailto:mutual.societies@fca.org.uk" �mutual.societies@fca.org.uk�; or


call the Contact Centre on 0845 606 9966


Terms in this form


'FCA',’PRA’, 'us' and 'we' refer to the Financial Conduct Authority or Prudential Regulation Authority.


'You' refers to the person signing the form on behalf of the society.


'Branch' - Section 111(1) of the Friendly Societies Act 1974 defines a branch as 'any number of the members of a society, under the control of a central body, having a separate fund administered by themselves or by a committee or officers appointed by themselves, and bound to contribute to a fund under the control of a central body'.
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