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Full name of applicant firm
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 (
Purpose of this form
This 
form 
collects information that is specific to the type of business the applicant firm is applying for.
You must answer every question. If a question 
does not apply 
to the applicant firm
, please write
 'Not Applicable'.
)












1 Application contact details
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	Application contact details
We need this information in case we need to contact you when assessing this application. 


Contact for this application
	1.1	Enter the contact details of the person we will get in touch with about this application
This must be someone directly employed by the firm and not a professional adviser.
	Title
	     



	First names
	     



	Last name
	     



	Job title
	     



	Email address
	     



	Address
	[bookmark: Text36][bookmark: Text4]     


	
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	[bookmark: Text6]     



	Mobile number
	     



	Phone number country code
	     



	Phone number
	     

	Fax number country code
	     

	Fax number
	     


Pre-application case	
A pre-application meeting is not compulsory and we only recommend one if you believe that the meeting would significantly help you get specific support not ordinarily available to you from our website, Handbook, and other guidance materials.
Innovate and Innovation Hub
Asset managers and authorisation Hub
	1.2	Please specify if you have received support from the Innovation Hub or the Asset Management Hub
	     




1 Application contact details


	2
	Firm details
We need to know general information about the applicant firm so we can process this application as efficiently as possible. We also need the applicant firm's details for the Financial Services Register, which is our public record of authorised firms:
https://register.fca.org.uk/ 


Firm details
	2.1	Is the firm authorised by the FCA or PRA?
|_|	NoContinue to Question 2.2
|_|	YesGive Firm Reference Number (FRN) below

	FRN
	     



	Firm name
	     


About the legal status of the applicant
	2.2	What type of firm is the applicant?
|_|	Sole trader Continue to Question 2.8
|_|	Public limited company
|_|	Private limited company
|_|	Unincorporated association
|_|	Partnership (other than limited partnership or limited liability partnership)
|_|	Limited partnership
|_|	Limited liability partnership
|_| Other  you must detail below the legal status of the applicant firm
	     


	2.3	Date of incorporation or formation (dd/mm/yyyy)
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	2.4	Where was the applicant firm incorporated or formed?
|_|	England/ Wales
|_|	Scotland
|_|	Northern Ireland
|_|	Outside the UKGive details below
	     




	2.5	Does the applicant firm have a registered number e.g. Companies House number?
|_|	NoContinue to Question 2.8
|_|	YesGive details below
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


	2.6	You must confirm that all details given in this section match companies house records
|_|	Yes
|_|	NoGive details below
	     


Financial year end
	2.7	Date of the applicant firm's financial year end (dd/mm)
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Credit Agreement Details
	2.8	Has the applicant firm completed any credit agreements with consumers prior to becoming authorised?
|_|	NoContinue to Question 2.10
|_|	Yes
	2.9	Has the applicant applied (or is the applicant going to apply) for a validation order relating to these agreements? (a validation order also covers an application for compensation / to keep repayments of an unauthorised loan)?
|_|	NoContinue to Question 2.10
|_|	YesProvide an explanation below
	     


Firm Address Details
	2.10	Principal place of business of applicant firm
	Principal place of business address
	     

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	     




	Phone Number country code
	     



	Phone number
	     

	Fax number country code
	     

	Fax number
	     




	Email address
	     



	2.11	Registered Office Address (if applicable)
|_|	Please tick this box if the registered office address is the same as the principal place of business
	Registered Office business address
	     

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	     




	Phone Number country code
	     



	Phone number
	     

	Fax number country code
	     

	Fax number
	     




	2.12	Head Office Address 
|_|	Please tick this box if the head office address is the same as the principal place of business
|_|	Please tick this box if the head office address is the same as the registered office
	Head Office business address
	     

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	     



	Phone Number country code
	     



	Phone number
	     

	Fax number country code
	     

	Fax number
	     



2.13	Does the applicant firm have a website address?
|_|	No 
|_|	YesGive address below
|_|	Being developedGive address (if known) and launch date below
	     


2.14	Does all relevant details match Companies House records?
This confirmation applies to applicants who are incorporated firms registered at Companies House, others (e.g. Sole Traders & Partnerships should answer N/A
|_| Yes
|_|	NoYou must provide an explanation as to why the Applicant’s relevant details do not match Companies House records
|_| N/A
	     





Complaint Contact
	2.15	Complaint contact person's details for the Financial Services Register
|_| Tick here if the complaint contact details are the same as the application contact details
	Title
	     



	First names
	     



	Last name
	     



	Job title
	     



	Mobile number
	     



	Email address
	     


|_|	Please tick this box if the complaints address is the same as the principal place of business
|_|	Please tick this box if the complaints address is the same as the registered office

	Address
	     


	
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	     




	Phone Number country code
	     



	Phone number
	     

	Fax number country code
	     

	Fax number
	     



2.16	Please confirm that the person named above has been informed and has agreed that their details will be displayed on the Financial Services Register as a contact for complaints
|_| Yes, the named person has agreed to their details being displayed on the FS Register

	2.17	Details of auditor / reporting accountant
	Firm Name
	     



	Title
	     



	First names
	     



	Last name
	     



	Job title
	     



	Mobile number
	     



	Email address
	     



	Address
	     


	
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	     



	Phone Number country code
	     



	Phone number
	     

	Fax number country code
	     

	Fax number
	     




2.18	Details of professional adviser
	Firm Name
	     



	Title
	     



	First names
	     



	Last name
	     



	Job title
	     



	Mobile number
	     



	Email address
	     



	Address
	     


	
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	     



	Phone Number country code
	     



	Phone number
	     

	Fax number country code
	     

	Fax number
	     




2.19	Please tick this box if the applicant wants us to copy all correspondence to the professional adviser
|_|
	2.20	Please tick this box if the applicant plans to use this professional adviser following authorisation
|_|

	2.21	Locum Details
		Please tick this box if the applicant is dependent on a single key person. 
		|_|
		Firms dependent on a single key person are expected to appoint a locum, please provide the details of the applicant’s locum arrangement below.

	Firm name of locum
	     



	FRN of locum
	     



	Title
	     



	First names
	     



	Last name
	     



	Job title
	     



	Mobile number
	     



	Email address
	     



	Address
	     


	
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	     



	Phone Number country code
	     



	Phone number
	     

	Fax number country code
	     

	Fax number
	     


Trading names
For more information about the Company, Limited Liability partnership and Business Names (Sensitive Words and Expressions) Regulations 2014, see http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3140/contents/made 
2.22	Does the applicant firm intend to use any trading names as well as the name given on the front of this form?
[bookmark: Check23]|_|	NoContinue to Section 3
[bookmark: Check24]|_|	Yes		Give details below
	Name
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		3
	Scope of permission and fees 
If we grant the applicant firm authorisation, we will issue a Scope of Permission Notice. This sets out:
· the regulated activities the applicant firm is authorised to carry on
· the client types
· any limitations
· any requirements



Once you have selected or modified the permissions you require, you may need to complete an Approved Person application. An ‘approved person’ is an individual we approve to perform one or more activities on behalf of an authorised firm. These are activities that we refer to as ‘controlled functions’.

At least one individual in all consumer credit firms (except most providers of not-for-profit debt advice bodies and some sole traders) must be approved by us to carry on controlled functions. This individual will be an approved person for your firm.

	3.1	You must select one or more profiles.

|_|	Limited Permission lending
		The following regulated activities and limitations are associated with this profile: 'Entering into a regulated credit agreement as Lender (Excluding high-cost short-term credit, bill of sale loan agreement, and home credit loan agreement)'
Limited permission lending - This permission is limited to lending which the firm carries on as a supplier and

· no charge (by way of interest or otherwise) is payable by the borrower in connection with the provision of credit under the regulated credit agreement;
· the regulated credit agreement is not a hire-purchase agreement or a conditional sale agreement; and
· unless the firm is a not-for profit body, the obligation of the borrower to repay is not secured, and is not to be secured, by a legal mortgage on land

		And, 'Exercising or having the right to exercise the lender's rights and duties under a regulated credit agreement
(excluding high-cost short-term credit, bill of sale loan agreement, and home collected credit loan agreement)'
Right to limited permission lending - This permission is limited to exercising the rights and duties of loans which the firm carries on as a supplier - and

· no charge (by way of interest or otherwise) is payable by the borrower in connection with the provision of credit under the regulated credit agreement;
· the regulated credit agreement is not a hire-purchase agreement or a conditional sale agreement; and
· unless the firm is a not-for profit body, the obligation of the borrower to repay is not secured, and is not to be secured, by a legal mortgage on land

|_|	Limited permission credit broking
		The regulated activities associated with this profile are entering into a regulated consumer hire agreement as owner and exercising or having the right to exercise the owner's rights and duties under a regulated consumer hire agreement
		The following limitation will be applied to these regulated activities: Unless the firm is a not-for profit body, this permission is limited to regulated consumer hire agreements under which the obligations of borrowers are not, or are not to be, secured by a legal mortgage on land

|_|	Green deal broking
		The regulated activity associated with this profile is 'Credit Broking'
		The following limitation will be applied to this regulated activity:
		Limited to Green Deal broking - This permission is limited to credit broking in connection with Green Deal Plans as defined in section 1 of the Energy Act 2011 and, unless the firm is a not for-profit body, under which the obligation of the borrower to repay is not secured, and is not to be secured, by a legal mortgage on land

|_|	Broking of consumer hire or hire purchase
		The regulated activity associated with this profile is ‘Credit Broking’
		The following limitation will be applied to this regulated activity:
		This permission is limited to credit broking of consumer hire agreements or hire-purchase agreements and, unless the firm is a not-for profit body, under which the obligation of the borrower to repay is not secured, and is not to be secured, by a legal mortgage on land.

|_|	Not for Profit and Debt Counselling
		The regulated activity associated with this profile is 'Debt-Counselling'

The following requirement will be applied to your Firm:
Not for profit firm - The firm, by virtue of its constitution or any enactment, must be:
· required (after payment of outgoings) to apply the whole of its income and any capital it expends for charitable or public purposes, and
· prohibited from directly or indirectly distributing amongst its members any part of its assets (otherwise than for charitable or public purposes);

And the firm must not have any associate (other than a not-for-profit debt advice body) which carries on debt adjusting or debt counselling or providing credit information services

|_|	Not for Profit and debt adjusting
		The regulated activity associated with this profile is 'Debt-Adjusting'

The following requirement will be applied to your Firm:
Not for profit firm - The firm, by virtue of its constitution or any enactment, must be:
· required (after payment of outgoings) to apply the whole of its income and any capital it expends for charitable or public purposes, and
· prohibited from directly or indirectly distributing amongst its members any part of its assets (otherwise than for charitable or public purposes);

		And the firm must not have any associate (other than a not-for-profit debt advice body) which carries on debt adjusting or debt counselling or providing credit information services
Agreeing to carry on a regulated activity
		Under the permissions regime, ‘agreeing to carry on a regulated activity’ is a regulated activity in its own right. As a matter of course, an applicant firm will carry on this regulated activity (which is limited to agreeing to carry on only the other regulated activities specified in its Scope of Permission Notice). 
	3.2	You must confirm that the applicant firm requests permission to carry on this activity.
|_|	Yes
Additional Regulated Activities
	3.3	Select the below
|_|	Debt Adjusting with the following limitation
		Limited to relevant credit activity - This activity is limited to relevant credit activities as defined in paragraph 2G of Schedule 6 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000

|_|	Debt counselling with the following limitation 
		Limited to relevant credit activity - This activity is limited to relevant credit activities as defined in paragraph 2G of Schedule 6 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000

|_|	Providing Credit Information Services with the following limitation
		Limited to relevant credit activity - This activity is limited to relevant credit activities as defined in paragraph 2G of Schedule 6 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000


The FCA will display information about the status of your application for authorisation through a public register. Please confirm you understand this by ticking the box
|_|	
	3.4	Will the applicant be required to comply with the Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing and Transfer of Funds (Information on the Payer) Regulations 2017 and supervised by the FCA?
|_| No
|_| Yes

Financial promotions
From 7th February 2024 all authorised persons will require specific FCA permission to approve financial promotions for unauthorised persons. Authorised persons do not need to seek FCA permission to approve (i) their own financial promotions; or (ii) the financial promotions of their group entities or appointed representatives (in relation to regulated activities for which the firm has accepted responsibility).
	3.5	Is the applicant firm applying for permission to approve financial promotions for unauthorised persons (other than its group entities or appointed representatives) under section 21 of FSMA?
By selecting yes you are applying for permission to approve financial promotions for unauthorised persons. This will not affect the firm's ability to approve its own financial promotions or those of its appointed representatives and members of its group. You will be asked further questions about this in the application for permission to approve financial promotions.
|_|	No4Continue to Question 3.21
|_|	Yes	4 Continue to Question 3.6
	3.6	Give details below of the type of investments the applicant firm wants to apply for permission to approve financial promotions for.
	Add
	Investment Type

	|_|
	Deposits


	|_|
	Insurance


	|_|
	Listed shares


	|_|
	Unlisted shares


	|_|
	Debentures


	|_|
	Alternative debentures


	|_|
	Government and public security


	|_|
	Warrants


	|_|
	Certificates representing certain securities


	|_|
	Units


	|_|
	Pensions


	|_|
	Options


	|_|
	Futures


	|_|
	Contracts for differences


	|_|
	Emission allowances


	|_|
	Lloyd’s syndicate capacity  membership

	|_|
	Funeral plans


	|_|
	Mortgages


	|_|
	Home reversion plans


	|_|
	Home purchase plans


	|_|

	Regulated sale and rent back agreement

	|_|
	Consumer credit


	|_|
	Consumer hire


	|_|
	Cryptoassets


	|_|
	Peer to Peer


	|_|
	Rights to or interests in investments


	|_|
	Claims management activity 



	3.7	Give details of the categories of investment which have marketing restrictions which the applicant firm expects to approve financial promotions for.
	Investment Type
	Non-mass market investments (NMMI)
	Restricted Mass Market Investments (RMMI)
	No relevant restrictions

	Unlisted shares
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Listed shares
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Debentures
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Alternative debentures
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Units
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|


Policies and procedures
	3.8	How will the applicant firm ensure that the financial promotion is fair, clear and not misleading and otherwise complies with applicable financial promotion rules, both before approving it and, where relevant, during continued monitoring of its compliance with applicable financial promotion rules?
	     


	3.9	How will the applicant firm ensure the authenticity of the propositions described in the promotions it is asked to approve?
	     


	3.10	How will the applicant firm mitigate the particular risks which it has identified for approving financial promotions for unauthorised persons? How will the applicant firm maintain adequate records of the financial promotions which it will approve?
	     


	3.11	How will the applicant firm ensure the commercial viability of the propositions described in the promotions it is asked to approve?
	     


3.12	What process will the applicant firm follow for withdrawing an approval of a financial promotion, where this is required?
	     


3.13	Is the applicant firm seeking permission to approve financial promotions for designated investments?
|_|	No4Continue to Question 3.16
|_|	Yes 
	3.14	How will the applicant firm assess whether relevant investments are reasonably capable of delivering advertised or headline rates of return?
	     


	3.15	How will the applicant firm assess whether there are any fees, commissions or other charges within a relevant investment’s structure or elsewhere that could materially affect the investment’s ability to deliver advertised or headline rates of return?
	     


	3.16	Will the applicant firm be approving financial promotions that retail customers can access?
|_|	No
|_|	Yes 
3.17 	Approximately how many financial promotions does the applicant firm expect to approve if it is granted permission to do so? 

First 12 months 
	     


Year 2 
	     


Year 3
	     


3.18	Explain what fees the applicant firm intends to charge for approving and (where applicable) ongoing monitoring of financial promotions?
	     


3.19 	Give details of the
·  revenue the applicant firm estimates it will make from approving financial promotions
·  percentage of the applicant firm’s estimated revenue from approving financial promotions.
	     


	3.20 	Give details of the relevant experience of individuals who will approve promotions
	Name of individual
	Summary of experience

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     



Client Money
	3.21	Does the applicant firm intend to hold client money?
|_| No
|_| YesPlease State for the applicant, if it holds or has held client money, the highest amount in the last calendar year, or if it did not hold client money in the previous calendar year, the highest amount of client money it projects that it will hold in the current calendar year
	     




Appointed representatives
	3.22	Does the applicant firm intend to appoint any appointed representative/s within the first 12 months?
|_|	No
|_|	YesHow many appointed representatives is the applicant firm intending to appoint within the first 12 months?
	     



History of the applicant firm
	3.23	Has the Applicant ever been refused - or had revoked - any license, membership, authorisation, registration or permission granted by a financial services regulator or government body in the UK or overseas?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	3.24	Has the applicant firm ever decided not to proceed, after making an application to a regulatory body for:
•	a licence?
•	authorisation?
•	registration?
•	notification?
•	membership?
•	other permission granted by a regulatory body?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes

		Explanations
	3.25	If the answer to Questions 3.23 or 3.24 is Yes, please give a full explanation of the events in question on a separate sheet of paper.
Make sure this includes:
•	the question number the event refers to
•	the date of the event
•	any amounts involved
•	the outcome
•	an explanation of the circumstances
Please indicate how many separate sheets of paper you have used
	Number of additional sheets
	     



Fees and levies
We require this information so that we can calculate the Applicant's annual FCA fees once authorised. We will also use this information to calculate the fees for the Money Advice Services (MAS) and the levies for the Ombudsman Service. For further information on annual FCA fees please see the fees section of the FCA website, which includes an approximate fee calculator. For guidance on how to calculate your consumer credit income, please refer to FEES 4 Annex 11B of our Handbook

[bookmark: _Hlk61436196]	3.26	What is the applicant’s projected annual income from activities as applied for in the permissions section of this application? 
	Amount
	£     

	Confirm amount in words
	     



Declaration of ongoing FCA fees liability 
3.27	You must confirm that the applicant firm understands that it is liable and remains liable to pay fees until such time as the FCA cancels its permission. This is irrespective of whether it is trading, or even if it has notified us of intention to cease trading or submitted an application to cancel.
|_|	Yes

3 Scope of Permission and Fees


3 Scope of Permission and Fees


		4
	Consumer Credit Limited Supplement



Financial Resources
	4.1	Please tick this box to confirm that the Applicant is solvent
|_|	Yes
	4.2	Please tick this box to confirm that you are able to provide evidence that the applicant is solvent.
|_|	Yes
Regulatory Business Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk78648845]	4.3	You must confirm you have available a regulatory business plan 
It is important that this is tailored to the Applicant firm's business, otherwise it may lead to delays.
As a guide, the business plan should include:
All firms:
· the background to the business;
· why the Applicant firm wishes to carry on regulated activities at this time;
· whether the Applicant firm has identified a particular business opportunity or identified a specific customer base;
· any long-term strategy and expansion plans for the business generally;
· where customers will be sourced from (e.g. existing client base or purchase of client bank) including the use of any lead generators or brokers;
· the Applicant firm's plans in relation to financial promotions and communications. This should include how they will ensure these are compliant with CONC 3;
· current business lines being transacted with any existing clients;
· the types of products or credit a lender or broker offers and the types of services or debt solutions that a debt manager offers and any other services (both regulated and non-regulated) that the Applicant firm will be selling. You should identify the areas that the Applicant firm may specialise in;
· what experience the governing body or senior management of the Applicant firm have of the type of regulated activities the Applicant firm wishes to carry on;
· the background and experience of all the persons performing significant influence controlled functions and how this will help them with their role. This should include employment background. You must enclose copies of any relevant qualifications/examinations; and
· details of all fees that could be payable by the customer and how they are explained to the customer.

All Credit lenders:
· a summary of the positioning of your firm in the credit market and how your credit products compare to your competitors;
· a summary of any security or guarantees the applicant firm will be taking and how this is notified to customers;
· details of how you are going to deal with any customers who are in arrears on their repayment (including methods to contact the customer, assessments of whether the customer is in financial difficulty and details of any forbearance);
· details of any second charge mortgage business;
· full details of how employees or agents of the applicant firm will be remunerated;
· details of any payments to be made to lead generators or brokers;
· if the applicant is an interim authorised firm please provide details of the applicant's current loan book, including the proportion of this (by value and by number of debts) which are in default or arrears.

Brokers:
· full details of the Applicant's procedures. This should include details of how the Applicant will assist customers to shop around for credit.

Counselling, Adjusting and Credit Information:
· full details of the Applicant's plans to promote their debt management activities or other services. Please include copies of any drafts you may have; and
· full details of the Applicant's debt counselling process and copies of the documents you will provide to the customers.

Firms which are intending to be a principal:
· full details of the Applicant's plans relating to appointed representatives, including how these will be recruited, the initial an ongoing assessment of these, the staff to carry this out, the fees to be charged to the appointed representatives and the numbers and geographical spread of the appointed representatives.

		Please tick this box to confirm that the applicant has a business plan in place that covers the above points
|_|	
Scale of Business
	4.4	How many clients does the Applicant expect to have in relation to its regulated activities?
	At authorisation
	     



	12 months after authorisation
	     


Business Risks
 	4.5	Please tick this box to confirm that the Applicant has considered key business risks and have mitigation plans to support these risks
|_|	
Examples of business risks include key person risk, ongoing financial solvency not being met, clients being given unsuitable advice, inadequate systems and controls, economic factors, competitors and their reaction to the Applicant's presence in the market. The Applicant will not be able to proceed with this application unless they are able to confirm this.
The Consumer Duty & Fair Treatment of Customers
Firms will be subject to either: 
· Principle 6 – which means a firm must pay due regard to the interests of its customers and treat them fairly 
· Principle 12 - which means a firm must act to deliver good outcomes for retail customers

The application of these principles depends on a firm's activities. Principle 12 and the Consumer Duty apply to all firms that determine, or have a material influence over, retail customer outcomes, even if they do not have a direct relationship with retail customers.
Find out more about the Consumer Duty and Fair Treatment of Customers on our website.
	4.6	You must confirm below that the applicant firm has procedures in place and Management Information to ensure that they are treating customers fairly or acting to deliver good outcomes to retail customers. 
|_|	
Systems and Controls
Reg Data is our online reporting system - once you are authorised you will receive instructions on how to register for the system, so you can submit your reporting returns. 

	4.7	Please tick this box to confirm that the Applicant has the ability to complete its regulatory returns via Reg Data.
|_|	

	4.8	Please tick this box to confirm that the Applicant agrees to submit to us, at regular and stated intervals, financial information that can be used to help supervise and assess the firm on an ongoing basis as specified in the Handbook
|_|	

	4.9	Please tick this box to confirm that the Applicant agrees to submit this information using Reg Data in a timely manner
|_|	
Organisational Structure
Staff Organisation Structure Chart
4.10	Please tick this box to confirm that the Applicant has an organisational structure chart available
|_|	
Compliance Procedures
The Applicant is not required to send compliance procedures with this application, but the Applicant must be able to produce a copy at any time while we are assessing the application or in the future.
4.11	Please tick this box to confirm that the Applicant has documented compliance procedures in place
|_|	
Compliance Monitoring Programme
The Applicant must establish, maintain and carry out a programme of actions to check that they comply and continue to comply with their compliance procedures. This is called a compliance monitoring programme. You are not required to send details of the compliance monitoring programme with this application, but the Applicant must be able to produce a copy at any time while we are assessing the application or in the future.
The compliance monitoring programme must be relevant to the regulated activities the Applicant wishes to carry on and to its business, so the compliance monitoring programme must be tailored to the Applicant's business.
A compliance monitoring programme must describe the actions the holder of the compliance oversight function and their staff will take to ensure the applicant firm complies with the FCA's rules and guidance at all times, in particular:
· what checks will take place;
· how often the checks will take place, as appropriate to the procedure being checked - this might be daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly, annually or another period specified by the FCA;
· who will carry out the checks - this is the role of the person who will make the check, such as the Compliance Officer, Training and Competence Officer, Money Laundering Reporting Officer; and
· what records of the checks will be kept to confirm they have taken place.
4.12	Please tick this box to confirm that the Applicant has a compliance monitoring programme document
|_|	
Financial Crime
The Applicant must have in place procedures to counter the risk that it might be used by third parties to further financial crime (this includes any offence involving a) fraud or dishonesty, b) misconduct in, or misuse of information relating to, financial markets or c) handling the proceeds of crime (SYSC 3.2.6 and 6.3)).
These should include the following:
· the steps the applicant firm will take to ensure its Money Laundering Reporting Officer (MLRO) knows their duties and is able to perform their controlled function effectively;
· the procedures that will be in place to ensure that the applicant firm will obtain sufficient evidence of the identity of and undertake all necessary due diligence exercises in relation all its clients;
· the anti-money laundering training the applicant firm will provide for all its relevant staff; and
· the disciplinary procedures for any member of staff who fails to report promptly to the MLRO any suspicions or belief that money laundering is occurring.
	4.13	Please tick this box to certify that the Applicant has the relevant financial procedures in place to counter the risk that it might be used by third parties to further financial crimes as per requirements in SYSC 3.2.6 and 6.3
|_|	
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	5
	Disclosure of significant events
These questions are about your firm. You should disclose all information, even if you are in doubt about it. If we need further information, your case officer will be in touch. If you wish to send us more information, please reply to the email you receive after you submit your application form, and include all relevant information. 



Significant events include but are not limited to: Material litigation, written complaints made by clients, bankruptcy, winding up petition, creditors voluntary agreement, any financial obligations arising from regulated activities, being subject of a receiving or administration order. For further information see our guidance on disclosure.
	5.1	Has the applicant firm previously traded?
|_|	NoContinue to Section 6
|_|	YesContinue to Question 5.2
	5.2	Please provide a list of all previous firm names
	Previous Name(s)
	Effective from date (dd/mm/yyyy)

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     


	5.3	Has the Applicant ever been regulated by us or any other regulator before making this application?
[bookmark: Check26]|_|	 No	|_|	 YesProvide details below


	Name of regulator
	     



	Address
	     


	
	

	
	

	
	

	Postcode
	     




	Applicant’s identification number with that regulator (FRN if previously regulated by us)
	     




	5.4	Has the Applicant ever been presented with a petition for bankruptcy, a petition for compulsory winding up or creditors' voluntary arrangements?	
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.5	Has the applicant firm ever had a receiver or administrator appointed, failed to satisfy a debt adjudged due, or come to a compromise or similar arrangement over a debt with any of its creditors?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.6	Has the applicant firm ever been the subject of a corporate restructure because of any form of insolvency or otherwise?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.7	Has the applicant firm ever been the subject of any criminal investigations or proceedings?
In answering this question, firms are not required to disclose details of any specific individuals who were subject to historic (as opposed to ongoing) criminal investigations or historic criminal proceedings.
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.8	Has the applicant firm been the subject of any civil investigations or proceedings or arbitration in the last five years?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.9	Does the applicant firm have any unsatisfied judgments, debts or awards outstanding against it?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.10	Has the applicant firm entered into any material settlements in the last five years, whether or not on an ex gratia basis?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.11	Has the applicant firm ever been convicted of fraud or other dishonesty?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.12	Has the applicant firm ever been convicted of an offence under legislation (whether in the United Kingdom or not) relating to any of the following:
	•	companies
•	building societies
•	industrial and provident societies
•	credit unions
•	friendly societies
•	insurance
	•	banking
•	mortgages
•	other financial services
•	insolvency
•	consumer credit
•	consumer protection
•	compensation claims


|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.13	Has the applicant firm had any material written complaints made against it by its clients or former clients in the last five years which it has accepted, rejected or which are awaiting determination, or have been upheld – by an ombudsman or a complaints scheme?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.14	Has the applicant firm ever been:	
•	criticised
•	censured
•	investigated
•	disciplined
•	suspended
•	expelled
•	fined
•	been subject to any other disciplinary intervention action
by any regulator or government body in the UK or overseas?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.15	Has the applicant firm ever been found guilty of carrying on any unauthorised regulated activities or been investigated for the possible carrying on of unauthorised regulated activities?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.16	Is the applicant firm currently involved in any proceedings, investigations or other events referred to in any of the questions above that are pending or not yet determined?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
	5.17	Are there any other significant events relating to the applicant firm which we have not asked about in Questions 5.3 to 5.16 that have happened – or are taking place – that are relevant to the applicant firm's application for authorisation?
|_|	 No	|_|	 Yes
		Explanations
	5.18	If the answer to any of Questions 5.3 to 5.17 is Yes, please give a full explanation of the events in question on a separate sheet of paper.
Make sure this includes:
•	the question number the event refers to
•	the date of the event
•	any amounts involved
•	the outcome
•	an explanation of the circumstances
Please indicate how many separate sheets of paper you have used
	Number of additional sheets
	     



	
		
5 Disclosure of significant events


5 Disclosure of significant events



	
6
	Owners and influencers



	6.1	Please identify which structure most closely represents your controller structure? 
|_|	Option 1
· The applicant firm is owned by one or more individuals
· If the Individual owns 33% or more in the applicant firm then they will be required to complete an Individual Controller form

|_|	Option 2
· The applicant firm is owned by one or more companies/partnerships (and some individuals) and those companies are owned by one or more independent individuals
· If the individual or company/partnership owns more than 33% in the applicant firm then they will be required to complete an Individual Controller form or a Corporate/Partnership Controller form
· There are no trusts as controllers of the applicant firm

|_|	Option 3
· The applicant is owned by one (or more) companies and by individuals. The company is owned by individuals, some of whom also have direct ownership in the applicant
· If the same individual has control directly or through multiple corporate/partnership controllers or levels of control then the total level of control should be considered in terms of the 33% threshold
· If the individual or company owns a total of 33% or more in the applicant firm then they will be required to complete an Individual Controller form or a Corporate/Partnership Controller form
· There are no trusts as controllers of the applicant firm

|_|	Option 4
· The firm has two or three levels of corporate controllers but not more than three
· There is no difference between the voting rights and the beneficial interest for any controller
· There are no trusts as controllers of the applicant firm

|_|	Option 5
· The applicant firm has more than three levels of company ownership
· The applicant firm has a complex structure featuring firms which have the same or similar ultimate ownership
· The applicant firm is owned by a trust(s)
· The applicant firm's control structure includes a limited partner/general partner structure
· Any of the applicant firm's controllers have differences between the percentage of voting rights the controller has and the percentage of beneficial interests the controller has


	6.2	How many controllers do you have?
|_|	NoneContinue to Question 6.3
	     



Controller 1
Name
	     


Legal status of controller, e.g. individual, partnership, limited company
	     


Percentage of control
	     %


Controller 2
Name
	     


Legal status of controller, e.g. individual, partnership, limited company
	     


Percentage of control
	     %


Controller 3
Name
	     


Legal status of controller, e.g. individual, partnership, limited company
	     


Percentage of control
	     %


Controller 4
Name
	     


Legal status of controller, e.g. individual, partnership, limited company
	     


Percentage of control
	     %




Controller 5
Name
	     


Legal status of controller, e.g. individual, partnership, limited company
	     


Percentage of control
	     %



Please indicate how many separate sheets of paper you have used
	Number of additional sheets
	     


	6.3	If any of the controllers are corporate controllers and are applying for a controlled function then please provide details below
[bookmark: Check116]|_|	Not applicable
	     


Controller forms
	6.4	Applicant firms must submit with this application the appropriate Controller Forms for each of its controllers.  These forms can be found by following the link below.
Applicant firms that have controller(s) that are either already known to us or are authorised by us may use the shorter Standard notification form.
Applicant firms that have:
· a corporate controller(s) must submit a Corporate controller form
· a partnership controller(s) must submit a Partnership controller form
· an individual controller(s) must submit an Individual controller form 
· a fund manager controller(s) must submit a Fund manager controller form
· a trust controller(s) must submit a Trust controller form for each of the controller(s)

See link: https://www.fca.org.uk/firms/authorisation/how-to-apply/financial-services/controller-forms 

|_| Controller forms attached

Close links
	6.5	Does the applicant firm have close links other than the controllers stated above?
|_|	NoContinue to Section 7
|_|	Yes
	6.6	You must provide a structure chart to show the nature of the relationship between the applicant firm and each close link (please include the business type of the close link).
|_|  Structure chart attached
	6.7	Are you aware of any information to suggest that any close link is likely to prevent our effective supervision of the applicant firm?
|_|	No
|_| 	YesGive details below
	     


	6.8	Do the controllers intend to change (increase or reduce) their level of control in the foreseeable future?
|_|	No
|_| 	YesGive details below
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	Personnel
We must be satisfied that the applicant firm has staff of adequate quality, skills and experience at all levels to ensure that it satisfies and will continue to satisfy threshold condition 4 (adequate resources) and threshold condition 5 (suitability).


Senior management functions
	7.1	List the names of the persons who will perform senior management functions. A person may perform more than one senior management function.  Where the person for the role has not yet been recruited, please indicate this in the relevant box below. The type of firm you are will determine the table you will need to complete.

	Function
	Description of Senior Management Function
	Name of individual

	SMF 29
	Limited Scope Function
	     


	7.2	You must fill in ‘Form A  Application to perform controlled functions including senior management functions’ for each person who will be performing a senior management function that you have listed in Questions 4.1.1 to 4.1.4, see https://www.fca.org.uk/publication/forms/long-form-a-solo-regulated.docx  for more information.
[bookmark: _Hlk40792126]You must also provide a Senior Management Regime: Statement of Responsibilities (https://www.handbook.fca.org.uk/form/sup/SUP_10C_Ann_10D_SOR_20191209.pdf) with each Form A and attach it to your application in Connect 

How many Form As are being sent with this application?
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	8
	Paying the application fee



Payment method
Payment is by cheque. The application fee is not refundable.
How to pay
1	Make the cheque payable to the Financial Conduct Authority. We cannot accept post-dated cheques.
2	Write the name of the applicant on the back of the cheque.
3	Write 'Application for funeral plan provider’ on the back of the cheque.
4	Send the cheque to us at Financial Conduct Authority, 12 Endeavour Square, London, E20 1JN
Application fee
	8.1	You must confirm you have enclosed the fee for your application.
|_|	Category 2

Please refer to FEES 3 Annex 1AR for the details of the amount chargeable for each category - https://www.handbook.fca.org.uk/handbook/FEES/3/Annex1AR.html 
8 Paying the Application fee



	
9
	Declaration



		It is a criminal offence, knowingly or recklessly, to give the appropriate regulator information that is materially false or misleading (see sections 398 and 400 FSMA). Even if you believe or know that information has been provided to the appropriate regulator before (whether as part of another application or otherwise) or is in the public domain, you must nonetheless disclose it clearly and fully in this form and as part of this application – you should not assume that the appropriate regulator will itself identify such information during the assessment of this application. If there is any doubt about the relevance of information, it should be included.

There will be a delay in processing the application if information is inaccurate or incomplete, and it may call into question the suitability of the applicant and/or lead to the appropriate regulator exercising its powers (including but not limited to taking disciplinary/ Enforcement action). You must notify the appropriate regulator immediately if there is a change to the information in this form and/or if inaccurate information has been provided.

I/We confirm that the information provided in this application is accurate and complete to the best of my/our knowledge. I/We will notify the appropriate regulator immediately if there is a material change to the information provided.

I/We authorise the appropriate regulator to make such enquiries and seek such further information as it thinks appropriate to identify and verify information that it considers relevant to the assessment of this application. These checks may include credit reference checks or information pertaining to fitness and propriety. I/We are aware that the results of these enquiries may be disclosed to the firm/employer/applicant.

I/We agree that the appropriate regulator may, in the course of processing this application, undertake a Police National Computer (PNC) check in respect of any or all of the persons to whom this application relates.

Where the signatory to this application has provided an address and/or email address in connection with the applicant’s business, the signatory agrees on behalf of the applicant that the appropriate regulator may use such address and email address as the ‘proper address for service’ at which to give the applicant a ‘relevant document’ as those terms are defined in Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (Service of Notice) Regulations (SI 2001/1420).

I/We have attached the relevant documents where requested or where marked as 'send later' I/we have them fully ready and available on request and I/we have taken all reasonable steps to ensure they are correct.

I/We confirm that where I/We have certified that documents are ready they have been prepared to an appropriate standard and are available for immediate inspection by the appropriate regulator.

I/We understand that the appropriate regulator may require the applicant firm to provide further information or documents at any time.

I/We confirm that I/we are authorised to sign this form on behalf of the firm and/or controller(s) and (where applicable) to give each of the confirmations on behalf of the applicant set out in this declaration.

The FCA and the Bank of England process personal data in line with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 and the Data Protection Act 2018. For further information about the way we use the personal data collected in this form, please read the privacy notices available on the FCA’s website at: https://www.fca.org.uk/data-protection and the Bank of England’s website at: https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/prudential-regulation/authorisations 

In addition to other regulatory responsibilities, firms and approved persons have a responsibility to disclose to the appropriate regulator matters of which it would reasonably expect to be notified. Failure to notify the appropriate regulator of such information may lead to the appropriate regulator taking disciplinary or other action against the firm and/or individuals.
Review and Submission
The ability to submit this form is given to an appropriate user or users by the firm’s principal compliance contact.
|_|	Tick here to confirm that the person submitting this form on behalf of the firm and (if applicable) the individual named below – have read and understood the declaration. 
|_|	I can confirm that a permanent copy of this application, signed by myself and the signatories, will be retained for an appropriate period, for inspection at the FCA /PRA’s request.
Who must sign the declaration?
The person or persons signing this application must have legal authority to act as a signatory on behalf of the applicant. This can be, for example, the owner of a sole trader business, or a director or a partner. There can be one or two required signatures depending on the number of directors / partners in the applicant. 
Person 1
		Name of signatory
	     


		Signature
	


		Date (dd/mm/yyyy)
	     
	     
	/
	     
	     
	/
	     
	     
	     
	     




Person 2
		Name of signatory
	     


		Signature
	


		Date (dd/mm/yyyy)
	     
	     
	/
	     
	     
	/
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